On April Fools day of this year [2004] , I met Iris for the second time. When I said goodbye to her that evening, where she and I had exchanged
some heartfelt words to each other, I did not know that those were goodbye words, forever.
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Iris Chang, an author with global impact, needs NO introduction. Since she needs no introduction, I thought
the best I could do here is to use this opportunity to say a profound “thank you" to her.

About 35 years ago, when | was a struggling “foreign student”, a friend of mine, who was Jewish, invited me
to go to a lecture on campus. My roommate told me that the lecture was by a “Holocaust” survivor. Until then,
I had never heard of the phrase “The Holocaust”. The lecture, and the photos she showed, which were so
haunting and so profoundly lacking in humanity, left a deep impression - probably more correctly, a deep scar -
on my mind. I remember to this date the final phrase of the lecture: "NEVER AGAIN!"

When I returned to my room after the lecture, I began wondering about the meaning of the phase THE
HOLOCAUST. Did it apply only to the deep sufferings, in mind, souls and bodies, of the Jews in Europe?
Well, in fact, it wasn’t until last night, when I was preparing for this introduction, I looked up Cambridge
Dictionary and found that it defined the phrase "The Holocaust" as “The Holocaust” was the systematic murder
of many people, esp. Jews, by the Nazis during World War II.

Yes, any systematic murder of “many people”, is a Holocaust! I learned from my mother as a child in
Singapore, who was a professor of music in Ginling Woman's University in Nanjing (or Nanking) after WWII,
about the "Nanking Massacre". I am sure because it was so painful for her to remember the Nanking Massacre
that she was only willing to tell me bits and pieces of this horrible event in China during WWIL. I remember
that I was deeply angered by what I learned, but was frustrated because I could not learn more. There were no
books I could find on the subject, at least none readily available!

Soon, life went on for me and the issue of the Nanking Massacre was put on the back burner. It was not until I
read Iris' book a few years ago, entitled the Rape of Nanking, that rekindled that deep feeling of rage in me.

Her writing was not just great, it was haunting. For the first time in my life, I could profoundly appreciate why
anyone possessing a sense of justice - whether you are Chinese ethnically or not - could say NEVER AGAIN!

The book articulated for me, for the first time, why not being Jewish, I could be so deeply angered by THE
HOLOCAUST in Europe. It succinctly stated for me that I am their fellow human being. I am sure that any one



reading Iris' book, whether he/she be ethnically Chinese or not , can feel the deep pain and profound anger as a
fellow human being.

It was the first book which brought some justice to the deep sufferings of the hundreds of
thousands in Nanking in W.W. II. So, thank you Iris, for being so brave, for me, and for all
humanity!
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